CHAPTER   VIII

DISBANDMENT   OF   RAYMOND'S  CONTINGENT

ONE of  the  results   of   the   disastrous   Kurdla
campaign was  that the  Nizam  was  greatly
disappointed in the support he could expect
from the British alliance.     His worst enemies were the
Mahrattas and against them it was evident that, for the
time at all events, the British, as the ally of both Powers,
would give him little or no support.    As regards Tippoo,
the case was different.

Although the British were at peace With the Sultan,
there was everything to be feared from his ambition and
desire for revenge for his late losses. In order to guard
against any aggression on Tippoo's part, it was absolutely
necessary for the British to maintain a strong force,
and any unprovoked attack on his part on any of their
allies would have been the signal for a fresh war. On
tliis side, therefore, the Nizam was comparatively safe ;
in fact, signs were not wanting that Tippoo would not be
disinclined to make common cause with the Nizam.
It was from the Mahrattas that he had most to fear.
Although he had succeeded in obtaining a considerable
reduction in the humiliating terms imposed after the
capitulation of Khurdla, the Mahrattas had still enormous
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